North East Harvest Mouse survey — 2015

This year’s survey was again a joint effort between Northumbria Mammal Group and
Durham Wildlife Trust with the added bonus of Tees Valley Wildlife Trust surveying
those of their sites where Harvest Mice had been found in the past.

The survey started promisingly with the training at Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park
producing a total of six nests. Meanwhile on the same day, Don Griss was live
trapping small mammals at nearby Saltholme and included a Harvest Mouse in his
catch. As far as | know, this is the first time that Harvest Mouse has been live
trapped in the North East, other than as part of the re-introduction programmes in the
early part of this century. However he must have started a trend as Marie Athorn
trapped one at Bowesfield the following month.

Unfortunately the weather dictated that things went downhill from that point. The wet
and windy conditions that dominated much of the survey period moved rummaging
around in long grass somewhat down the list of things to do when you have half a
day’s spare time. Nevertheless quite a few people braved the conditions and spent a
couple of hours rooting around. As experience continues to show, looking for
Harvest Mice in the North East results in failure more often than success but perhaps
that just makes success all the more significant. This year a total of 19 surveyors, or
sets of surveyors, checked 31 sites as part of the survey and found positive evidence
of Harvest Mice at ten of them, five of which were new sites. Probably the most
significant of these was by Vivien Kent at Seaham. This represents the furthest north
in East Durham that Harvest Mice have definitely been recorded.

Outside of the survey a few other Harvest Mouse records have come to my attention
this year. One was found after it had run into a house near Meadowfield, which from
the detailed description clearly fitted Harvest Mouse. This is close to the other
records for that area but moves their current distribution just west of the Browney and
the Wear, which might otherwise have been potential barriers in the distribution.
More significantly still in terms of distribution a tiny mouse was seen clambering
around the top of some Campion stems at Clara Vale. Again from the description it
seems like it would only have been Harvest Mouse, which moves its current
distribution much further north and west in County Durham, although there are some
records from the 1960s from that general area of the County. Just as significantly,
Derek Crawley, who is co-ordinating the Mammal Society’s National Mammal Atlas,
found nests at Big Waters, near Newcastle; so Harvest Mice are still in
Northumberland.

The results that have been sent in from 2015 are shown in Table 1 below and all
results from 2014 and 2015 in the map in Figure 1. Those records that came to light
outside of the survey are in italics at the bottom of the table. | have made a more
detailed spreadsheet of the surveys, showing such as survey effort, habitat details
etc, where these were reported. If anyone would like a copy of the spreadsheet
please drop me an e-mail. Northumbria Mammal Group and Durham



Wildlife Trust would like to express their thanks to everyone who took part in surveys
or sent in records. Apologies if anyone’s efforts have been missed off, if so please
let me know and | will make the necessary amendments.

lan Bond (e-mail bondian@hotmail.co.uk)
Vivien Kent (email vkent@durhamwt.co.uk)
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Figure 1. Map showing results from 2014 & 2015 surveys




